SHORT COMMUNICATIONS perimental and control adults fed similar proportions of fish, garbage and intertidal food to their young. Although the young of experimental adults gained weight normally, the adults may have lost more weight than control adults and so lessened their own chances of survival. This possibility could not be investigated. However, Ward (1973) noted that no higher mortality occurred among adults raising more than the normal one to three chicks.
Birds were collected in Canyon Co., Idaho.
We used conventional trapping methods to obtain blood samples from raptors in the wild. Birds were unanesthetized but wrapped in a cloth for restraint while we took blood samples. Blood was drawn from the brachial vein in all species except the kestrel, whose smaller size necessitated sampling from the jugular vein. A 25-gauge unheparinized syringe proved to survival: the significance of growth rates, timing of breeding and territory size. be most satisfactory for small avian veins. We drew 1 ml (kestrels) to 5 ml (occasionally from larger raptors) without observing any deleterious effects on the birds. Some of the drawn blood was transferred into two heparinized capillary tubes and microcentrifuged for five minutes at 402.5 RCF and the hematocrit recorded. The balance of the blood sample was given to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for other studies. Most of the sampling was done in the field before noon, the capillary samples being stored on ice until analysis. Capillary tubes were always centrifuged within eight hours of drawing the blood. No investigation was made of the possible effects of such storage on hematocrit values.
We obtained few measurements of accipiters, Redtailed Hawks and the Marsh Hawk and can say little about their comparative hematocrit values (Table 1) 
